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For the last two years, I’ve had the privilege of serving as Chair for the Great 
Outdoors Foundation (GOF) Board of Directors. I was first drawn to GOF 
because of my love for nature and recreation, but I’ve stayed engaged because of 
the organization’s commitment to its mission. It’s the same reason you choose to 
support GOF — you know that when we say we’re going to do something, we’re 
going to deliver. 

If you’ve been around long, you know that we sometimes, or maybe most times, 
take an unconventional approach to environmental strategy. Whether it’s forming 
unlikely partnerships or using recreation to cultivate stewardship, our team, like 
you, remains steadfast in advancing conservation. I believe this is the secret sauce 
of our success. 

During my tenure, we’ve achieved several notable accomplishments, thanks to all of 
you:
• Engaged dozens of stakeholders in a multi-faceted water quality task force.
• Secured $22 million in state funding for ICON Water Trails.
• Increased our annual giving by 38%.
• Completed the $3 million capital campaign for the Athene Pedestrian Bridge.
• Adopted a new mission statement.
• Hosted a record-breaking Wild Prairie Showdown.
• Launched our Conservation Fund with more than $2 million in funding.

This is by no means a comprehensive list, but you’ll notice a commonality to all of 
the above. Whether leveraging public dollars, honing our strategic direction, or 
hosting hundreds of our closest friends for a formal-flannel pseudo-pageant, we’re 
always working to advance conservation. It’s not just what we do; it’s who we are.

We hope you are inspired by the snapshots of our year in the pages ahead. While 
my chapter as Chair is coming to a close, my time with GOF is not. Just like you, 
I’ve caught the vision of what the future of conservation looks like, and it looks an 
awful lot like us.

Board Chair, Great Outdoors Foundation
VP of Marketing, Hubbell Realty Company

Letter from the  
   Board Chair
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In all likelihood, there has been a moment in your life that changed its 
trajectory forever. Maybe it was a move across the country, the birth of a child, 
or a serendipitous opportunity. In hindsight, you can now see the point of 
demarcation and how a single decision sent ripples of transformation into your 
future. For the Great Outdoors Foundation (GOF), that moment is the launch of 
our Conservation Fund.

For decades, our organization has developed a foundation of collaboration, 
innovation, and stewardship. Our values are why we’ve had proven success 
in transformational quality of life initiatives such as ICON Water Trails, the 
Polk County Water & Land Legacy Bond, and the Athene Pedestrian Bridge. 
Our mission has always been to advance conservation, and now, we’re poised 
to do that in a greater capacity than ever before, all through the genesis of the 
Conservation Fund.

It’s been just about a year since we quietly shared the vision of the Conservation 
Fund with our closest investors and partners, and already, more than $2,000,000 
in funding has been secured. While this is a formidable accomplishment, 
it’s really just the beginning of what has the potential to be the greatest 
wave of water quality investment the State of Iowa has ever seen. If you take 
the engagement, excitement, and expectation that has stirred around the 
Conservation Fund in the last year, and extrapolate it over the next decade, it 
becomes very apparent that this is our moment. 

Chief Executive Officer
Great Outdoors Foundation

Our natural resources are some of our most valuable assets. The Conservation 
Fund allows us to safeguard them, while still supporting the vital business and 
industry that is the essence of our economy and community. It’s a coalition-
building approach that brings all parties to the table, and propels us forward 
with optimism, rooted in proven tactics and outcome-driven solutions. 

Getting to announce the Conservation Fund publicly at our Wild Prairie 
Showdown with so many of you in the room was incredibly special. It’s a 
poignant reminder that everything we do is empowered by our many dedicated 
supporters — by you. As we move forward into the time after that moment, 
the time ahead where we deliver on the promise of the Conservation Fund, I’m 
so grateful to have our donors, volunteers, and partners, blazing the trail right 
alongside us. There is so much to be celebrated from 2023, so as you flip through 
these pages, I invite you to savor what we’ve accomplished and dream about what 
lies ahead. 

It’s going to be momentous.

Letter from the  
   Chief Executive Officer
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Increase in Donor Retention

As a fundraising organization, so often our successes are measured in dollars. 
That makes total sense, and from a progress standpoint, it makes growth 
easily quantifiable. For example, since 2021, our corporate investments have 
increased 57%, individual fundraising has increased 126%, and revenue 
from our Annual Golf Outing has increased 43%. These donations are what 
empower our organization to act as a leader in conservation and recreation 
initiatives. 

But, beyond the funding we secure both operationally and for our partner 
projects, the impact of the Great Outdoors Foundation (GOF) can be 
measured in other, less conventional metrics. For example, feet of trails 
activated — more than 30,000, thanks to the Athene Pedestrian Bridge — or 
time spent on our waterways — upwards of 250,000 visits during a single 
season for ICON Water Trails. We could measure our performance in the 
smiles of those enjoying a day at the Jester Park Nature Center or in the health 
of our community that has access to greenspace because of the Polk County 
Water & Land Legacy Bond. What I’m getting at is that as important as the 
fundraising is, and it is important, our work and your investment will always 
be focused on the impact. 

You’ve already learned about the Conservation Fund and its audacious goal of 
securing $250 million for water quality improvement initiatives, but what does 
that funding really mean for you? For your community? For your state? Well, I 
can’t read the future, but here’s what we’re working toward, with your support: 
clean water, sustainable business, protected resources. Once our portfolio of 
expertly-designed projects is implemented, we’ll be measuring success in an 
entirely different way, both in quantifiable data and qualitative anecdotes. 

Perhaps our greatest indicator of success will be when Iowa is used as a model 
for other states working to safeguard their own natural resources.

I think that milestone is closer than we realize.

Vice President of Donor Relations
Great Outdoors Foundation

6%
Letter from the  
 Development Department

Invested in Conservation
$8M

14 15

Increase in Event Revenue
97%
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Development Spotlight
Thanks to our partners 
at Athene, the Great 
Outdoors Foundation 
(GOF) invested 
$100,000 from its 
Conservation Fund 
into an urban wetland 
in Ankeny, led by 
John Swanson, Water 
Resources Supervisor 
for Polk County Public 
Works. This private 
funding activated more 
than $1.3 million in 
public dollars, equating 

to a 13:1 public-private 
match. The permanent 
infrastructure involved 
with this project will 
treat stormwater, reduce 
erosion, and create 
flood storage, ultimately 
managing more than 
400 acres of untreated 
urban drainage for the 
next century and a half. 
In just this one example, 
you can see how the 
Conservation Fund 
acts as a multiplier, 

rapidly increasing the 
resources dedicated 
to water quality 
improvement initiatives. 
The Conservation Fund 
truly embodies the 
mission of GOF — to 
advance conservation 
through innovation, 
collaboration, and 
stewardship. With 
creative strategies, 
expert partners, and 
targeted investments, we 
can do more, faster. 

16 17

· Partners: Polk County, Iowa Department of Land Stewardship
· Conservation Fund Investment: $100,000
· Total Funding Leveraged: $1,300,000
· Public-Private Match: 13:1
· Project Impact: 400 acres treated for 150 years

Project Metrics
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As we prepared for an upcoming strategic planning session in summer of 
2023, we wanted to hear from those closest to the Great Outdoors Foundation 
(GOF). So, we sent a survey out to dozens and dozens of our stakeholders — 
staff, board members, donors, volunteers, and partners — and asked. What 
defines our organization? What sets us apart? What values do we convey? 

Here are a few of your responses:
“Collaborative, proactive, and stewards.”
“Happy disrupters connecting people and organizations to solve complex issues.”
“Thinking about how to solve a problem instead of accepting no as no.”

We took your feedback and operationalized it, implementing new 
organizational values and adopting a new mission statement: Advance 
conservation through innovation collaboration, and stewardship. All this to 
say, thank you! There was so much consistency of thought across all of our 
responders, acting as a proof point for what we’ve known all along. You are 
deeply connected to the heart of GOF and deeply supportive of the work we do. 
All of this is laying the groundwork for a very exciting announcement which 
we’ll be sharing later this year.

Newsletter Subscribers
2400

Event Attendees
400+

Public Interactions
3K+

Organic Social Reach
23K

Marketing Spotlight
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Kevin & Yvonne Abbas
Greg Abel
Elisa Abner-Taschwer
Thomas Ackerman
Anne Adam
Theresa Agbaje
Kathy Ahnen
Janel Allison
Denika Almburg
Marco Alvarez
Debra J. Amenson
American Family Mutual Insurance
Fred & Vicki Anderson
Ben Arato
Athene
Atlantic Bottling Company
Ashley & Brian Aust
Monic & Song Baccam Inthalangsy
Alvina Baccam
Dapka Baccam
Eric Baccam
Sullivan Baccam
Nichole Baccam-Hussein
Theresa Backham
Austin Baeth
Sean Bagniewski
Rob Bakker
Kristi Bales
Eric & Jennifer Barp
Jenifer Bates
Karen Bavender
Bayer Crop Science
Deb & Bruce Beard
Stephen Becker
John Beh
Lisa Behrends
Belin McCormick Attorneys at Law
Kristie Bell
Vicki Berberich
Rona Berinobis
Berkshire Hathaway Energy Foundation
Bruce Bernard & Arlene Dabill
Rhiley & Joe Binns
Martin & Virginia Blanchard
Ann & Jeoff Block
Patricia Boddy & Robert Davis
Bolton & Menk
Kari Boyens
Kim Russel & Dirk Brom
Vicki Brook
Caleb & Rachel Brown
Mary Brown
Mary Brunkhorst
Michelle Buboltz
Frederick V. Buie
Brett & Michelle Bunkers
Mari Bunney
Heather Burkart
Sandra Burvee
Nathaniel Byro

Diana Calo
Diana Cam
Hoang Cao
Larry & Jan Carl
Mark Carlson
Christopher Carotta
Sam Carrell
Casey’s General Stores, Inc.
Catch Des Moines
Scott & Mary Cawley
Dean Chally
Prem Chandrasekaran
Richard & Joyce Chapman
Steve & Melissa Chapman
Christensen Development
Jeffray & Abigail Chungath
City of Des Moines
Franklin & Tracy Codel
Comfort Family Foundation
Community Foundation of Greater Des Moines
Community State Bank
Connie & Gregg Compton
Confluence Brewing Company
Jodi & Matt Connolly
Monica & Brandon Converse
Tim Coonan
Kevin & Mollie Cooney
Molly Cope Peterson
Joe & Sheri Corfits
Chris & Breanne Costa
Teresa Cowan Piersma
Mary & Peter Cownie
Ryan Crane
Ashley Crawford
Sara Cross
Greg & Brenda Cushing
Cushman & Wakefield
Anne Dary
Helen Eddy & Dave McNeill
Ellen & Patrick Davis
James Davis
Kacey Davis
Linda McAllister Dawe
Suzanna de Baca
Deb and Bob Pulver Foundation
Rick & Wendy DeGroot
Todd & Lynne Deimerly
Delta Dental of Iowa
Dr. Richard Deming
Cheryl Difatta
Christopher DiFatta
Laura Digman
Kevin Dingman
Sally Dix
Kelly Donnelly
Anonymous Donor
Jenny Drake
Gerardo Duron
Easter Family Fund
Greg Edwards

Sarah Egge
Kerrie & Jim Elliott
EMC Insurance Companies
Tara Empey Naleway
John & Jane Engelhardt
Jim Engler
Randy Epright
Craig Erickson
Stacy Ernst
Joshua Faber
Victoria Facto
Angie Fagervik-Chia
Fareway Stores, Inc.
Kay Fargo
FEH Design
Jennifer Field
Tina Finn
Dale Finnegan
First Interstate Bank
Rand & Cyndi Fisher
Stephanie Fleckenstein
Fleet Feet Des Moines
Allison & Jim Fleming
Alyson Fleming
Robert & Susan Fleming
Flix Brewhouse- Des Moines
Stephanie Flora
Fort Dodge Cargill Cares Council
Leisa Fox
Dwaine & Kay Francis
Dr. Angela Franklin & Thaddeus Franklin
Sandra & Paul Friedrickson
Tim & Julie Fuller
Terry Gable
Jaideep Gajerawala
Gartner Family Foundation
Theodore Gass
Joe Gatto
Rachel Geilenfeld
James Gilbertson
Holly & John Gilliland
Ben Gleason
Dr. Christopher Glynn
Lynn Graves
Jesse Green
GreenState Credit Union
Jason Gross
Maria Guieb Campos
Meggan Guns
Ray Gustafson
Tom Hadden
Gene & Diane Haguewood
Katie Hall
Sue Haltom
Christopher Hamlett
Molly Hanson
Amy Harbert
Nathan Hardisty
Katherine Harrington
Katherine & Andrew Hauser

Eric Hayes
HDR, Inc.
Heartland Co-op
Carrie Heidebrink
Cara & Kurt Heiden
Crystal Hemesath
Nick Henderson
Joe Henry
Zach & Emily Hesse
Tina Hoffman
Kurt & Regina Hohnstrater
Trudy Holman Hurd
Holmes Murphy
Eric Holt
Lee & Kathy Hook 
Pathana Houangvan
Dan & Joanie Houston
Noelle Howard
Hubbell Realty Company
Fred & Charlotte Hubbell
Jeff & Catherine Huggins
Miranda Hughes
Hedy Hustedde
Bev Hutney
Kimann Huynh
Stacey Huynh
Trinh Huynh
Brett Hyland
Hy-Vee, Inc.
Hannah & Mike Inman
Iowa-Des Moines Supply
Michele Iris
ISG Inc.
Israel Family Charitable Fund
ITA Group Foundation
Larry & Mary Jo Jablonski
Deanna Jackson
Laura & Neal Jackson
Ong Janae Chan
Kristen Jasper
Levin Jauhari
Amy Jennings
Russell Jensen
Bob & Pat Jester
Jim and Susanne Bollard Charitable Fund
Jeremy Johnson
Mackenzie Johnson
Misty Johnson
Myrna E. Johnson
Jason Jones
Mindy Jost
Ross & Deanna Junge
David Kading
Alison Kanne
Steve Karsjen
Jane Keairns
Bruce & Susy Kelley
Kemin Industries
Nicolette & Dan Keough
Sam Kessel

Emily Kessinger
Keoudone Khongmaly
Adam Kiel
Liat Kinard
Ty Kirk
Gary & Joan Kirke
Jeannie Kleckner
Knapp Properties
Janet & Karl Knock
Kristi & Lauren Knous
Natalea Koehn
Alexandria Konig
Timothy Kraayenbrink
Allen Kratz
Krause Group Charitable Fund
Kum & Go
Kathryn Kunert
Karen & Brad Kuster
Grant Kvalheim
Kyle and Sharon Krause Family Foundation
Cathy & Steve Lacy
Mark Woolson & Michelle Laflamme
Mark Land
Robert & Nancy Landess
Landus
Patrick & Susan Lang
Kathy & Mark Larson
Natalie Lawson
Patrick Lawson
Mary Lawyer
Teri Legg
Rich Leopold
Tom & Wendy Levis
Nancy Levitt Rosenthal
Kerty & Frank Levy
Ron & Linda Lickteig
Life Care Services
Whitney Lincoln
Charles & Judith Linden
Jill Lippincott
Lacie Litton
Chieng Long
Nick Loosbrock
Doug Loots
Jeff Lorenzen
Khong Lovan
Palmer Lovan
Seng Lovan
Mark & Linda Lowe
Thongprasith Luangdetmalay
Lucky Bamboo, LLC
Jill Lundberg
Jacob Lundgren
Trang Luong
Ivan W. Lyddon
Alan MacRae
Colleen Macrae
Cristy Magill
Michelle & Craig Mahoney
Tom & Celia Mahoney

Nick Malcom
Matt & Wendy Marckmann
Rene Martinez
Kristin Massa
Jarod & Jacque Matsen
Thomas & Lorraine May
John & Marie McCartan
David & Winonah McCluskey
Jennifer McCoy
Claudette & PJ McDonald
Andrea McEachran
Robert McKinney
McLaughlin Whitewater Design Group
Dan & Joanne McPhail
Renee & John McPhee
Carrie Mears
Thomas Meierotto
David Meinecke
Joy Meksay
Merchants Bonding
Gene & Kathleen Meyer
Laura & Evan Meyer
MidAmerican Energy
James & Deborah Miller
Wyatt Allen Miller
Anna Minner
Shonna Mitchell
Sarah Moore
Candy Morgan
Lindsay & Moe Moser
Thomas Moser
Al Powers & Ann Mowery
Ryan Mulholland
Garret Munch
Anna Mundy
Robert J. & Janice S. Myers
Tom Nagle
Aftin Nashert
Nationwide Insurance Company
Jeff & Emily Naylor
Nick Nelsen
Ellen & Bruce Nelson
Gerry & Mary Louise Neugent
Mylan Nguyen
Joshua Nielsen
Lori Nixon
Kevin & Beth Nordmeyer
Hank & Melissa Norem
Northwest Bank
Katherine Nouchanthavong
Nyemaster Goode, P.C.
Dean & Dawn O’Connor
Olsen-Larsen Galleries
Margo O’Meara
Stephanie & Sam Oppel
Opus Foundation
Sally & Tony Ortgies
Amber Marie Osborn
Andrea Patitz
Patty and Jim Cownie Charitable Fund

Donor Recognition Donor Recognition



26

Donate

Wednesday, August 28, 8 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Jester Park Golf Course
Swing for a cause at the beautiful Jester Park Golf Course! Foursomes, 
individual registrations, and sponsorships available.

Thursday, October 10, 6 p.m. – 10 p.m.
TBD
Join us for the Wild Prairie Showdown, a competition to name the 
MVP — Most Valuable Philanthropist. Proceeds benefit the Great 
Outdoors Foundation and ICON Water Trails. It’s fashion meets 
advocacy, meets fundraising, and you don’t want to miss it.

Anna & Rick Pauley
Holly Pearson
Ryan Penning
Walt Pennington
Jeff & Louisa Perry
Laura Peters
Alona Pickett
Keo Pierron
Kim Poam Logan
Polk County Board of Supervisors
Polk County Conservation
Jenna Pollock
Mary Polson
Becky Popp
Craig Porter
Clint & Anne Powell
Prairie Meadows
Jared Preston
Principal Foundation
Jackie & Rich Pullen
R&R Realty Group
Suku & Mary Radia
Ramco Innovations
Philip Randall
RDG Planning & Design
Mike & Kristi Reck
Zachary T. Reese
Adam Rich
Karen Richards
Forrest & Laura Ridgway
Larry Rife
Riley Family Foundation
Louis Rizzuti
Ryan & Holly Roberts
Jade Robinson
John Rodgers Pfeiffenberger
Victoria Roemig
Douglas & Deana Romig
Jeff Rommel
Anne Roth
Katie Roth
Steven Rottler
Anna Ruble
Michael Ruffcorn
Linda Rullan
Joyce Rupp
Maddy Ryan
Nelda Sampel
Arlene Sampson
Shannon Samuelson
Sandager Iowa Fund
Nathan & Erin Sanders
Jeff & Erin Sandvig
Alissa & Brad Sarno
Angie Saskowski
Meghan Satterstrom
Cate Scanes
Renee & Steve Schaaf

Susan Scharnberg
Ella & Lucas Schau
Scheels All Sports
John D. Schmidt & Deb Wiley
John & Judy Schneller
Katie Schoolen
Zoey Schorzmann
John & Julie Schreurs
Justin Schultz
Ronald Schulz
Dan Schwermer
Mary Sellers
John Sertich
Chad Severson
Sarah Severson
Amber Sexton
Carla Shalaby
Cory & Abby Sharp
Kelly Sharp
Kathleen Shaw
Joe Sheridan
Shive-Hattery
Dennis Shull
Karla J. Simon
Pon Sitzmann
Tom & Julie Slater
Payton Smith
Snyder & Associates, Inc.
Scott & Amy Snyder
Jim Spevak
Carma Spitzer
Barbara L. Squire
Kari Stecher
JP Steffen
Michele & John Stevens
Jane & James Stoakes
Craig Stoermer
Gary Stone
Rob Stout
Anna Stratton
Sonya Streit
Jeffrey & Susan Stroud
Robert L. & Karen E. Stuyvesant
Andrew & Sarah Susanin
Karen Swalwell
Nikki & Jay Syverson
Jeff Taylor
Jim Taylor
Rob & Christi Taylor
Joey Taylor-Moon
Team Beach Wizards
Ted and Rowena Crosbie Foundation
Chelsea Teut
Lisa Thai
The Graham Group, Inc.
The Kelinson Charitable Fund
The Weitz Company
The Wellmark Foundation

Luisita Thompson McBurney
Bee Thongsoum
Kathleen & Jeff Till Stange
Mary Tran
Therese Tran
Russ Trimble
Turner Construction Company
Lisa & Jimmy Ung
UnityPoint Health - Des Moines
Nathan Unsworth
Tim & Toni Urban
Jen Van Liew
Leigh Van Wey
Sarah VanBeck
Terri Vaughan
Toukata Vilayvong
Frank Vlossak
Mandy Vogel
Carl & Susan Voss
Susan Vujnovich
Roy & Margaret Waite
Christian Walker
Linda Walker
Craig Walter
Loretta & Milo Ware
Denise Warzak
Ted Weaver
Margi Weiss
Fred Weitz
Eric & Jennifer Welch
Wellmark
Wells Fargo Foundation
Aaron Wendel
Rosemary Wichers
Ann Wieck
Ashley Wieck
Reid Wightman
William C. Knapp Charitable Foundation
Staci Williams
Emily Williams-Bouska
Willis Auto Sales
Trelen Wilson
Wittern Family Charitable Foundation
Lynley Wolfe
San Wong
Chris Wood
Andrea & Grant Woodard
Rachel Woodhouse
Jeff Woods
Michael Wormley
Micky Wright
Alan Wunner
Amanda Young
Eric Tabor & Mike Youngstrom
Michael Yun
Larry & Kathi Zimpleman

Annual Golf Outing

Wild Prairie Showdown
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501 SW 7th Street, Ste. G Des Moines, IA 50309
(515) 452-0024 · info@greatoutdoorsfoundation.org

www.greatoutdoorsfoundation.org


