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We provide leadership, foster partnerships, increase awareness, and raise funds 
— serving as a catalyst to power passion and support for regional projects that 
expand and restore natural spaces, enhance outdoor recreation and learning 
opportunities, and promote conservation.

We connect people of all ages and backgrounds to nature by collaborating with 
other organizations who share a common vision of healthy environments that 
provide a variety of outdoor recreation and education opportunities. Driven by 
our clear purpose, we challenge ourselves to seek and take on partner projects 
offering exceptional and long-term impact requiring a regional approach and 
creative funding.

98% of funding received is invested directly into 
conservation and outdoor recreation initiatives.
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Growing up in rural Iowa, I learned from a young age to appreciate our natural resources. From camping to fishing, boating to gardening, I absolutely love being in the great outdoors. In 2020, just before our world was 

forever changed by the global pandemic, I had the opportunity to join the board of directors for the Great Outdoors Foundation. It seemed like — and has been — a natural fit. Not only do my own personal values align 

perfectly with that of the organization, but my employer, Hubbell Realty Company, has been a longtime supporter of GOF and its work in our community. In fact, the very first $1 million gift to the then Central Iowa 

Water Trails capital campaign came from Hubbell Realty Company thanks to the leadership of our President & CEO, Rick Tollakson.

I share all of this to say that when I joined the board, I felt like I had a very solid understanding of the role the Great Outdoors Foundation played in our community. Like many of you, my interactions with GOF were 

centered around major placemaking initiatives such as the Jester Park Nature Center or ICON Water Trails. What I didn’t realize at the time, and what I’ve become intimately acquainted with as board member and chair, 

is that the work of GOF goes so much further than what many in our community even recognize. 

We hope you are too,

Vice President of Marketing, Hubbell Realty Company

Board Chair, Great Outdoors Foundation
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What started off as a grassroots fundraising effort has now grown and developed into a sophisticated, collaborative entity, leading the 

creative conservation work needed in our state to steward our natural heritage and increase recreation accessibility for all. Behind 

the scenes, the Great Outdoors Foundation and its partners are bringing key leaders to the table from both the public and private 

sectors to invest the time, energy, and resources needed to address complex issues in our region. Yes, we’re experts in fundraising for 

conservation and outdoor recreation, but the initiatives GOF is a part of impact everything from economic development to diversity 

and inclusion, talent attraction and retention to public safety. At our core, we are problem solvers, and we’re committed to taking a 

cooperative approach at addressing critical issues in our region, state, and country. 

We have one precious earth, and it belongs to us all. What I love most about the Great Outdoors Foundation is that there is a seat for 

everyone at the table. So, whether you’re a longtime supporter who purchased one of our five-dollar firewood bundles ten years ago 

or you’re a new friend of our organization interested in our work upstream, we’re so glad you’re here. If there’s one thing I’ve learned 

during my tenure on the GOF board, it’s that it takes us all to make an impact. Together, we’re safeguarding our natural resources and 

increasing access to outdoor recreation for the hundreds of thousands of individuals who call Iowa home. 

I’m so proud of what we’ve accomplished in the last year, but I can tell you it truly pales in comparison to what is to come. In a recent 

survey to our board, donors, and partners, someone referred to GOF as “happy disrupters.” In a world marked by status quo and tired 

strategy, we’re quite content to shake things up.

We have one precious earth, 
and it belongs to us all.



For more than two decades, the Great Outdoors Foundation has served as a leader in conservation and outdoor recreation. We’ve had the privilege to be a part of major placemaking and quality of life initiatives, and 

regardless of the objective or outcome, one common theme remains the same: collaboration. Whether it’s the Athene Pedestrian Bridge, Polk County Water and Land Legacy Bond, or ICON Water Trails, it takes all of us to 

make an impact. Time and time again we’ve seen how public-private partnerships coupled with the tenacity of the individuals in our community activate what was once just vision and transform what could be into what is.

Chief Executive Offi  cer, Great Outdoors Foundation

Interim Director, ICON Water Trails

Th at couldn’t be more true when it comes to our newest endeavor — the Great Outdoors Foundation Conservation Fund. Ingenuity and innovation are almost 

innate to our organization, and so when faced with the complexities of addressing multifaceted conservation issues including water quality, habitat restoration, 

and carbon off setting, we turned inward and developed the Conservation Fund to connect experts on the ground to strategic funding already available in the 

marketplace.

Th e Conservation Fund is the next evolution of the Great Outdoors Foundation. Our grassroots support is stronger than ever, and thanks to years of faithful 

stewardship, relationship building, and thoughtful leadership, we are now poised to aff ect systematic transformation at a scale unprecedented in our organization. 

Th is dynamic fundraising mechanism is designed to impact meaningful change at a meaningful pace. As the fi rst non-profi t in Central Iowa with the ability to 

accept ESG funding, the Great Outdoors Foundation, and our Conservation Fund, will provide sustainable support and measurable progress in our state — and 

beyond.

Already, we are integrating our strategy with agricultural stakeholders upstream and assessing barriers to change that, when addressed, will unlock a way forward 

that not only satisfi es the economic incentives of our agriculturally-driven state, but also safeguards our water, land, and other natural resources for future 

generations. We see ourselves positioned to connect all of the existing components — conservation best practices, existing government funding, private dollars 

from socially conscious businesses, and farmers and landowners — to move the needle on water quality in a calculable way. 

We are pioneering a way forward that brings all parties to the table and implements the infrastructure needed to funnel capital into targeted tributaries, 

communities, and watersheds. Our proprietary system isn’t an additive; it’s a multiplier. Over the last three years, the Great Outdoors Foundation has invested 

more than $200 million in conservation and outdoor recreation. In another three years, I’m confi dent that amount won’t just double, it will be exponentially 

leveraged and invested in our most precious resources. 

If we want to do what has never been done, we have to go where no one has ever gone. Th e Conservation Fund is the fi rst of its kind, and we’re stepping into the 

new role of conservation venture capitalist as we manage a portfolio of projects and initiatives that provide a quantifi able return on investment for those who 

choose to partner in our vision. I am grateful to you, to our hundreds of faithful donors, and to our dozens of ally organizations who not only believe in our 

mission but are trailblazing right alongside us. If there is one thing I know from my years with the Great Outdoors Foundation it’s that there is only one way 

forward: together.

Let’s change
the world.
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$97.2 million
total secured for

ICON Water Trails

250+ 
event

attendees

491
active
donors

100
Earth Day

pledge participants

89k
combined 

social media 
reach

2314
newsletter
subscribers

$200+ million
invested in conservation

& recreation in the
last three years

20+ 
public/private 
partnerships

8 projects 
fully funded

100+ 
meetings with 
water quality
stakeholders
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Annual Golf Outing
Aug.

30 
Wednesday, August 30 · 8 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Jester Park Golf Course | 11949 NW 118th Avenue, Granger, IA 50109

Swing for a cause at the beautiful Jester Park Golf Course! Foursomes, 
individuals, and sponsorship registrations available. Learn more at 
GreatOutdoorsFoundation.org/Events.

Third Annual Wild Prairie Showdown
Oct.
12 

Thursday, October 12 · 6 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Toast | 1345 SW Park Square Drive, Ankeny, IA 50023

Join us for the Wild Prairie Showdown, a competition to name the 
MVP - Most Valuable Philanthropist. Proceeds benefit the Great 
Outdoors Foundation and ICON Water Trails. It’s fashion meets, 
advocacy, meets fundraising, and you don’t want to miss it. 
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Greg Abel
Garth Adams
Shaun Ahern
Albaugh, Inc.
Allen Powers WFCS AS Custodian
Allied Construction Services, Inc./Color, Inc.
Marco Alvarez
Al Powers & Ann Mowery
Kermit & Rebecca Anderson
Matt Anderson
Bob Andeweg
Dale Andres
Jill Anonson
Linda Appelgate
Mollie Appelgate
Ben Arato
Doug Argent
Assured Partners
Athene
Atlantic Bottling Company
Noufal Babu
Eric & Jennifer Barp
Nic & Kelly Barrick
Karen Bates
Lea Bauman
Patricia Becker
Alyson Benell
David Bergman
Rona Berinobis
Berkshire Hathaway Energy Foundation
Bruce Bernard
Betts Foundation
Joan Bidwell
Rhiley & Joe Binns
Martin & Virginia Blanchard
Ann & Jeoff Block
Tim Bloomquist
Patricia Boddy & Robert Davis
Daniel Bohner
Travis & Kayla Boots
Fred Bounds
John & Jill Bouslog
Isaac Bracher
Brenton Foundation
Suzan Kelsey Bridge
Jean Brommel
Caleb & Rachel Brown
Julie Brown
Michael Brown
Ben Bruns

TJ & Jennifer Bryant
Michelle Buboltz
Linda Buchanan
Frederick V. Buie
Brett & Michelle Bunkers
Mari Bunney
Emily Burke
Elizabeth Burnett
Matt & Betsy Busick
Jay Byers
Katherine Byers
Mary Campbell
Mark Carlson
Casey’s General Stores, Inc.
Catch Des Moines
Scott & Mary Cawley
John Cederquist
Dean Chally
Carole Chambers
Richard & Joyce Chapman
Steve & Melissa Chapman
Chick-fil-A University Ave
Christensen Development
Azure & Zach Christensen
Jeffray & Abigail Chungath
City of Des Moines
City of Polk City
Mary Sue Clark
Pamela Claussen
Franklin & Tracy Codel
Don & Mary Coffin
Rick & Karla Comer
Comfort Family Foundation
Community Foundation of Greater Des Moines
Community State Bank
Monica Converse
Andy Conyers
Tim Coonan
Mary Core
Joe & Sheryl Corfits
Dan Cornelison
Corteva Agriscience
Chris & Breanne Costa
Christina Coston
Patty & Jim Cownie Charitable Fund
Frank Cownie
Mary & Peter Cownie
Paul & Linda Crabb
Jeri Crane
Ryan Crane

Scott Crawford
Kye & Jen Cross
Sara Cross
Thomas Cross
Kelly Family Cuidiu Foundation
Sarah Cunnar
Dustyn Curran
Greg & Brenda Cushing
Cushman & Wakefield
Charles & Karen Data
Debra Davis
Ellen & Patrick Davis
Maria Davis
Matt Davis
Suzanna De Baca
Cindy De Glopper
Deb & Bob Pulver Foundation
Tara Deering-Hansen
Annette DeFrancisco
Linda & Ron Degen
Delta Dental of Iowa Foundation
Richard Deming
Des Moines Area MPO
Des Moines Rotary Club
Scott & Tonya Diehn
Sara Diekelmann
Paula Dierenfeld
Laura Digman
Tyler Dingel
Sally Dix
Jordan Doll
Jenny Drake
Stacey Dresser
Melinda Dunnwald
Sandy & Paul D. Easter
Jasper Eckstein
Wes Ehrecke
EMC Insurance Company
John & Jane Engelhardt
Craig Erickson
Dave Everett
Brad Ewing
Joshua Faber
Lauridsen Family
Fareway Stores Inc.
Rosemary Fee
Alan Feirer
Mark & Theresa Feldmann
Paula Feltner
Jim & Martha Fifield

Tanya Fish
Cyndi Fisher
Lindsey Fisher
Fleet Feet Des Moines
Allison & Jim Fleming
Robert & Susan Fleming
Anne Foegen
Jennifer Follett
Alexander Francis
Dwaine & Kay Francis
Roger & Lynda Francis
Thaddeus & Angela Franklin
John Fisher & Jann Freed
Ann Marie Freeman
Shayla From
Tim & Julie Fuller
Jacki Fultz
Steve Gaer
Gartner Family Foundation
Joe Gatto
Rachel Geilenfeld
Kim Geisler
Kerry George
Holly & John Gilliland
Tori Glade
Paula & Rick Gleason
Christopher Glynn
Linda Goff
Kenlyn Gordon
Mary Gottschalk & Kent Zimmerman
GreenState Credit Union
Tammy Griffin
Andrew Gross
Jason Gross
Foster Group
Hannah Guck
Tom Hadden
Katherine Hall
Sue Haltom
Neil Hamilton
Christopher Hamlett
Craig Hansen
Nathan Hardisty
Renee Hardman
Kim Harland
Siobhan Harman
Threase Harms
Katherine Harrington
Shirley Harris
Jan Haugen
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Katherine & Andrew Hauser
Emily Hayden
Paul & Deb Hayes
HDR, Inc.
Meredith Heckmann
Kurt & Cara Heiden
Crystal Hemesath
Cleo Henderson
Nick Henderson
Joe Henry
Steve & Karen Herwig
Alicia Herzog
Tom Hockensmith
Tina Hoffman
Marc Hollander
Trudy Holman Hurd
Holmes Murphy
Marian Holmes
Afton Holt
Nate Hoogeveen
Hooks Harvest Charitable Fund
Erin Hoskins
Susan Hough
Hiram Houghton
Dan & Joanie Houston
Kevin & Lori Howe
Marvin & Sally Huff
Jeff Huggins
Hedy Hustedde
Hy-Vee Inc.
Adam Ibrahim
Hannah & Mike Inman
Iowa Bankers Insurance & Services
ISG Inc.
ITA Group Foundation
Larry & Mary Jo Jablonski
Deanna Jackson
Laura & Neal Jackson
Libby & Steve Jacobs
Michael Jacoby
Calvin C. James
Scott & Bev James
Ronald Jean
Scott & Natausha Jean
Amy Jennings
Teresa Jenson
Jester Insurance Services Inc.
Bob & Pat Jester
Jim & Susanne Bollard Charitable Fund
John Ruan Foundation Trust

Dory Johnson
Jacqueline Johnson
Jamie Johnson
Laura Johnson
Maribeth Johnson
Myrna E Johnson
Shirley Johnson
Joseph Jones
Rebecca & Toby Joseph
Josephs Jewelers
Susan Judkins
Ross & Deanna Junge
Lindsey Jungman
Patricia Junod
Richard & Carol Jurgens
Cary & Lara Justmann
Onnalee K Gettler
Meaghan Kandt
Alison Kanne
Kathmandu Restaurant, LLC
Bruce & Susy Kelley
Kemin Industries
Jonathan Kennedy
Mark Kennedy
Nicolette & Dan Keough
Emily Kessinger
Adam Kiel
Gil Kim
Ron & Kathy Klipfel
Marcus Kloos
Knapp Properties
Janet Knock
Kristi & Lauren Knous
Diane S. Kolmer
Richard & Michele Kolz
Sachi Komai
Krause Group Charitable Fund
John & Beverly Krusenstjerna
Laurie Kuestner
Kum & Go
Kathryn Kunert
Bev Kunz
Steve Kunz
Karen & Brad Kuster
Grant Kvalheim
Steve & Cathy Lacy
Greg & Linda LaMair
Holly Lancaster
Mark Land
Robert & Nancy Landess

Patrick & Susan Lang
Mark Langgin
Kathy & Mark Larson
Angela Lawler
Mary Lawyer
Rich Leopold
Kerty & Frank Levy
Greg & Julie Lewis
Ron & Linda Lickteig
Life Care Services
Nancy G Lindaman
Sarah Lipke
Steven Lipshutz
Jaki Livingston
Tonya Logan
Grace Loos
Nick Loosbrock
Doug Loots
Molly Lopez
Ben & Jean Lounsbury
Emily Lowe
Mark & Linda Lowe
Katie Luttenegger
Jamie Lynch
Karen J. Lynn
Alan MacRae
Colleen Macrae
Robert Maddox III
Celia & Tom Mahoney
Michelle & Craig Mahoney
Nick Malcom
Andrew Manatt
Matt & Wendy Marckmann
Denise Marek
Monica May
Cory McAnelly
John & Marie McCartan
McClure
David McCluskey
Martha McCormick
Michael & Dietre McCormick
Jim McCulloh
Colt McDermott
Claudette & PJ McDonald
Shane & Kate McGovern
Patricia J. McKee
Angela McKenzie
Jim & Lisa McKinney
Matt McKinney
Robert McKinney

Ben & Rachel McLean
Jan McMurray
Laura McNichols
Dan & Joanne McPhail
Renee & John McPhee
Carrie Mears
Thomas Meierotto
David Meinecke
Merchants Bonding
MercyOne Des Moines
MBABreakfast Club
Gene & Kathleen Meyer
Laura & Evan Meyer
Jean Michaelis
MidAmerican Energy
Karen Stiles & Mike Schaffer
James & Deborah Miller
Wyatt Allen Miller
Barbara Minear
Bopha Mom-Baccam
Aaron Moon
Morgan Stanley Foundation
Candy Morgan
John Morrissey
Thomas Moser
Kurt Mumm
Garret Munch
Steve Murphy
Robert Myers
Nationwide Insurance Company
Sarah Nauman
Christ Naumann
NCMIC Group, Inc.
Nick Nelsen
Bruce & Ellen Nelson
Gabe Nelson
Gerry Neugent
Tom & Becky Newton
Joshua Nielsen
Tim & Beth Nielsen
Sarah & Nick Noll Wilson
Kevin Nordmeyer
Gary & Anne Nordquist
Hank Norem
Martin Northway
Northwest Bank
Melissa Nosbisch
Matt Nuetzman
David Nylen
Paul Nylen
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Steven Rottler
Janice Rouse
Margaret Roy
Anna Ruble
Linda Rullan
Joyce Rupp
Ryan Companies
Maddy Ryan
Jeff Sabin
Susan Sabin
David Sadler
Sammons Financial Group
Nelda Sampel
Arlene Sampson
Shannon Samuelson
Nathan & Erin Sanders
Jeff & Erin Sandvig
Richard & Carolyn Santi
Renee & Steve Schaaf
Larry Schabel
Susan Scharnberg
Ella & Lucas Schau
Scheels All Sports
Kris Schehinger-Camper
Joe & Kristan Schettler
Mary Schlehuber
John D Schmidt & Deb Wiley
David Schmitz
Mike & Dawn Schneider
John & Judy Schneller
John & Julie Schreurs
Michael Schreurs
Jamie Schug
Ron Schulz
Mary Schwarze
Richard Scieszinski
Julian Seay
Vernon Seidl
Mary Sellers
Gary Selof
Carla Shalaby
Cory W Sharp
Karen Shirk
Shive Hattery
Dennis Shull
Simple Generosity
Kristin Sinclair
Kay Sinha
Tom & Julie Slater
Tina Smith Fritz

Christina Smith
Jennifer Smith
Jody & Patricia Smith
Payton Smith
William Smith
Siobhan Spain
Carma Spitzer
Kathleen & Jeff Stange
Gina Steffen
Michele & John Stevens
Diane Stewart
Craig Stoermer
Katie Stoklasa
Strategic America, Inc
Jeffrey & Susan Stroud
Robert L. & Karen E. Stuyvesant
Carl Sundermann
Andrew & Sarah Susanin
Sean Susanin
Karen Swalwell
Cheryll Swalwell-Hughes
Nikki Syverson
Eric Tabor
Rob & Christi Taylor
Aaron Moon & Joey Taylor-Moon
Andy & Teri TeBockhorst
Ted & Rowena Crosbie Foundation
Karen Tegtmeyer
Telligen Community Initiative
Kathy Temme
Joyce & Harold Templeman
Marsha Ternus
Barbara Tharp
The Graham Group, Inc.
The Noble Foundation
The Wellmark Foundation
Isaiah Thomas
Brent & Laurie Thompson
Patricia & Stephen Thomson
Mike Tousley
Michael Treinen
Craig Treptow
Russ Trimble
Tom Triplett
Scott Turczynski
Robert Tursi
UnityPoint Health - Des Moines
Tim & Toni Urban
William Urban
Monique van der Heijden

Jen Van Liew
Variety - The Children’s Charity
Terri Vaughan
Velorosa Cycling Team
Laura Vignaroli
Carl & Susan Voss
David & Johanna Voss
Linda Walker
Ted Weaver
Weddings by Design
Margi Weiss
Fred Weitz
Wellmark
Wells Fargo Foundation
West Bancorporation Foundation
West Des Moines Chamber of Commerce
West Des Moines Soccer Club
Tom & Jovanka Westbrook
Steve Whitty
Rosemary Wichers
Melissa Wiechman
Therese Wielage
Reid Wightman
Brent Wilbert
Alec Wilcox
William C. Knapp Charitable Foundation
Diane Williams
Staci Williams
Willis Auto Sales
D. Joseph Willis
Connie Wimer
Mike Wiskirchen
Wittern Family Charitable Foundation
Lynley Wolfe
Andrea & Grant Woodard
Dennis & Kristine Woodruff
Michael Wormley
Micky Wright
Alan Wunner
James Youngblood
Tom Youngwirth
Nancy Zeller
Daniel Zimmerman
Larry & Kathi Zimpleman

Dean & Dawn O’Connor
O’Donnell & Friends Charities
Richard O’Gara
Gunnar Olson
Opus Foundation
Sally Ortgies
Amber Marie Osborn
Joelle Palmer
Al Paris
Deidra Parman
Holly Pearson
Phyllis Pearson
Mark Peiffer
Ryan Penning
Walt Pennington
Peoples Company
Kim Perez
Kent & Jenee Peterson
Karen Pitcher Christiansen
Gregory Pleimling
Polk County Board of Supervisors
Polk County Conservation
Jason Pontius
James Pope
Charlie & Pat Porter
Ali & Arshin Pourian
Clint Powell
Theresa Powell
Prairie Meadows
Principal Financial Group Foundation
Rich & Jackie Pullen
R&R Realty Group
Suku & Mary Radia
Ramco Innovations
Nicole Rasmussen
RDG Planning & Design
Doug & Debbie Reichardt
Renaissance Group
Terry Rich
Forrest & Laura Ridgway
Robert Riley Jr.
Thomas Rinehart
Arnie Ripperger
Ryan & Holly Roberts
Jane Robinette
Gabriel Rodriguez
Victoria Roemig
Douglas & Deana Romig
Jeff Rommel
Katie Roth



501 SW 7th Street, Ste. G Des Moines, IA 50309

Phone: (515) 452-0024
e-mail: info@greatoutdoorsfoundation.org

www.greatoutdoorsfoundation.org

CONTACT US


